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IMPORTANT DATES:  

	April 11
	Mark your calendar for the GRAA Luncheon at 11:30 a.m.  Dr. David Leckrone, Senior Scientist for the Hubble Space Telescope (HST) Project, will discuss the HST’s latest discoveries and current plans for its future.  Reservations are required, so please call Alberta Moran at 301-937-7762 no later than noon on Friday, April 7th.

	May 9
	Mark your calendar for the GRAA Luncheon at 11:30 a.m.  Dr. Michael Ryschkewitsch, Deputy Center Director, will provide an update on the Center’s current programs and his perspective on NASA’s new Vision for Space Exploration.  

	June 13
	Mark your calendar for the GRAA Luncheon at 11:30 a.m.

	July 11
	Mark your calendar for the GRAA Luncheon at 11:30 a.m.

	September 2
	The Alaskan Cruise/Land Tour is a “go” on Holland America’s SS Zuiderdam.  There are four categories of staterooms available, ranging from $2,986 to $3,446 per person.  This is an 11-day adventure of the Klondike Explorer and Sawyer Glaciers, and participants will enjoy six days exploring the Yukon Territory.  Call     Alberta Moran for additional information or to reserve your stateroom for this once-in-a-lifetime adventure.  


COMMENTS FROM RON BROWNING, GRAA PRESIDENT:  Ms. Bobbie Watson, Executive Director of Common Cause Maryland, spoke at our March luncheon about her national and state organization.  It encourages all citizens to unite in the common cause of detecting and disclosing corruption in government, of preventing vested interests from buying influence in shaping legislation (e.g., the recent lobbying scandal featuring Jack Abramoff), and of improving and enforcing ethics laws for elected officials.  In Maryland, Common Cause advocates voluntary public funding of election campaigns for the General Assembly and is trying to close the loophole that legally allows a business to use numerous limited liability corporations to expand their contributions to candidates.  Common Cause wants a paper trail on voting machines so that a manual count is possible in questionable elections and is fighting to remove legislative and congressional redistricting from the political control of the Governor.  Common Cause calculates and publicizes which politicians get how much money and from whom.  It is closely watching the federal government’s budding interest in privatizing the Internet and is concerned about media conglomerates reducing the variety of our news sources by absorbing smaller radio and television licenses.  If you have an interest in learning more about Common Cause, check out their web site at http://www.commoncause.org.   

The election of GRAA board members will be held in June and we are currently seeking nominations to the seven-member board.  Members may nominate themselves or anyone in the Goddard Retiree and Alumni community.  Nominations may be mailed to the GRAA address at the top of this newsletter or sent via e-mail to me at arkabee@comcast.net.  Ballots will be included in the May newsletter and voting will take place at the June 13th luncheon.     

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Bob Wigand reports that donations were received from the following members:  Richard Austin and   Russell  Hoffman.    

FROM THE GODDARD ARCHIVES - IT HAPPENED IN APRIL:

· Apr 6, 1964:  Delta launched Intelsat 1 (also known as Early Bird), the world’s first commercial communications satellite that provided the first scheduled transoceanic TV service.
· Apr 6, 1967:  Atlas-Agena launched Applications Technology Satellite II (ATS-II), the objective of which was to test the experimental geostationary techniques of satellite orbit and motion, measure the orbital environment at 23,000 miles about the Earth’s surface, and transmit meteorological imagery and data to surface ground stations.  It failed to reach its intended orbit and was deactivated after the second stage of the Atlas rocket failed.
· Apr 5, 1991:  STS-37, on the Space Shuttle Atlantis, released the Compton Gamma Ray Observatory (CGRO).  At the time of launch, it was the heaviest astrophysical payload ever flown and was designed to observe the universe in the gamma ray portion of the electromagnetic spectrum.  It was the second of NASA’s Great Observatories (the first being the Hubble Space Telescope launched in 1990).  CGRO was safely deorbited and re-entered the Earth’s atmosphere on June 4, 2000. 
ENVELOPE STUFFERS FOR FEBRUARY:  Marj Gallagher, Jackie Gasch, Marge Gustafson, Barbara Hamilton, Rose McChesney, Elaine Montgomery, Dave Moulton, Bob Wigand, and Frank Wrigley.

E-MAIL ADDRESS UPDATES:  Leonard Cohen (reelenco@erols.com);  Betty Jane Hayden (bjhayden@comporium.net);              Francis J. Logan (mlogan915@verizon.net);  Robert A. Perry (Bdinmb81@aol.com); and Locke M. Stuart (locke_stuart@yahoo.com).      

THE WHOLE TRUTH, NOTHING BUT:  Among retirees, what is considered formal attire?  

Answer:  Tied shoes. 

RECENT RETIREES:  Benjamin F. Chao, David L. Gruntman, Jane E. Penn, and Harmohindar Singh.  

REMEMBERING OUR FORMER COLLEAGUES:

· Stephen R. Bice, of Gettysburg, PA, passed away suddenly of an apparent heart attack on February 12th.  Before retiring in 1995, he was Senior Planner in the Facilities Engineering Division, a position that particularly suited his passions of science, space and architecture.

· Alach L. Cole, Sr., of Waynesboro, VA, passed away on February 14th from cardiac arrest and complications from pulmonary fibrosis.  He worked as a Mechanical Engineer at the Naval Research Lab before being in the first group that transferred to Goddard at its formation, retiring in the mid-1970’s. 

· John D. Stolarik, of Hyattsville, MD, passed away on March 12th from complications due to prostate cancer.  Prior to retiring, he worked as a Physicist in the Laboratory for Astronomy and Solar Physics.  In addition, John was a former officer, director, and long-standing member of the Goddard Amateur Radio Club.   

· Roland L. Van Allen, of Annapolis, MD, passed away from colon cancer on March 4th.  He worked at the Naval Research Lab on the Vanguard I Project and moved to Goddard in 1959 when the project was transferred to the newly formed NASA.  Roland and his team introduced much of the technology used in later space shots, from satellite tracking to the use of solar cells and power radio transmitters.  He was the Electronics Systems Engineer for the joint U.S.-German Helios satellite project in the early 1970’s and later Head of the Data Systems Branch in the Space Applications and Technology Directorate, retiring in 1979.  In addition, Roland was the first president and a long-standing active member of GRAA, which was founded in 1983.  GRAA members are invited to attend a memorial service for him at 3:00 p.m., April 5th, at the First Presbyterian Church of Annapolis (171 Duke of Gloucester Street). 

GRAA MEMBER SEEKS ROOMMATE FOR ALASKAN VOYAGE:  A male GRAA member is interested in going on the Alaskan Cruise/Land Tour, but would like someone to share a stateroom.  If you’re also interested in taking the trip and having a roommate, please contact Alberta Moran at 301-937-7762 and she will provide the man’s name and telephone number for your consideration.

ROAD CLEANUP:  Seven stalwart members (Elaine Bobbitt, Toni Durantine, Elaine Montgomery, Paul Rall, Ewald Schmidt,              Bill Shields, and Bob Wigand) volunteered to help clean up the portion of Good Luck Road for which GRAA is responsible.  Another opportunity to improve the appearance of the Center’s eastern boundary will occur during the Spring Area-wide Community Cleanup on Saturday, April 22nd.  This will be followed by a repast at 1:00 p.m. at the Bladensburg Waterfront Park.  Members interested in volunteering should contact Bob Wigand at 301-937-1178 for details.
GRAA NEWSLETTER MAILINGS:  If you no longer wish to receive GRAA mailings, please forward a note to our Seabrook address or an e-mail to Dave Moulton at davidlmoulton@comcast.net.  If you have moved or want to correct the mailing address we have on file, write to our Seabrook address or send an e-mail to Strat Laios at stratlaios@comcast.net.

GEWA’S SPRING CRAFT FAIR:  Although we’re not providing much advance notice, GEWA’s Spring Craft Fair will be held from 10:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. on Tuesday, April 4th, in the Building 8 Auditorium.  This event provides an excellent opportunity to check out the myriad crafts made by Goddard employees and retirees and to get an early start on your holiday shopping.     
LETTERS, WE GET LETTERS:

· Dick and Liz Austin wrote, “Enclosed is a small contribution to show our appreciation for the hard work in preparing and mailing the monthly newsletter.  We enjoy reading about the current happenings at Goddard and with our fellow retirees.  We’re enjoying the nice weather in Florida as well as the family and friends who have visited us during our short three months in our new home.”

· Edythe Coopersmith wrote, “I’ve always enjoyed receiving the GRAA mailings, but my eyesight at this time has deteriorated to the extent that reading has become too difficult.”

· Russell Hoffman wrote, “I truly appreciate and enjoy your monthly newsletter.  A small contribution is enclosed.” 

GEWA EXCHANGE STORE:  Are you ready for the Easter Bunny to come?  Not with the pretty baskets and colorful eggs, but with carrots to lure him.  Do you have enough carrots so that after the Easter Bunny comes you’ll have some left over to enjoy on your own?  If you don’t, GEWA has just received in two bunches of “carrots” that are sure to attract “anybunny.”  Instead of being the kind of carrots you see Bugs Bunny munching on in cartoons when he always says his famous line, “Aaahhhh, What’s Up Doc,” these ‘carrots’ are actually Jelly Belly Carrots.  Instead of having a normal carrot taste, these actually have a sweet taste.  In fact, these “carrots” don’t even have that usual vegetable taste at all; instead, they have a fruity taste.  You see, these “carrots” are filled with Tangerine-flavored Jelly Bellies, and they even have the leafy green top just like real carrots.  So if you want to pick up some “carrots” before Bugs Bunny gets his take, you best hop into the Exchange Store while there are still a couple of bunches left.

Back in stock due to a customer’s request come the JBz.  What in the heck are JBz?  Well, they’re another “different” kind of candy from Jelly Belly.  You see, Jelly Belly doesn’t just make jellybeans.  They also make candies that look similar to M&M’s, only they have their own special shell.  Instead of having a thin shell like M&M’s, JBz have a slightly thicker shell that also has a flavor just like a Jelly Belly.  The new flavors that Jelly Belly has made for their JBz are:  Cappuccino, Fudge Brownie, Coconut, Vanilla, and Caramel.  So if you want the chocolate taste like you find in an M&M, albeit somewhat different, pick up a bag of JBz and give your mouth a whole new taste.  The Exchange Store has received in a new order of JBz, so stop by and give them a try.

Remember the Smoked Turkey or Ham you had with family and friends last Easter?  Well, why not stop by the Exchange Store and fill out an order form so you can recall its delicious taste by ordering one this year.  You don’t have to order a Smoked Turkey.  Instead, you can order a whole Roasted Turkey or just a Turkey Breast (either Smoked or Roasted) that come sliced and glazed also.  You can order a ham as a 7- to 9-pound half or a 14-pound whole.  If you’re planning to have extended family members over for dinner, you can order one of the available Gift Packages.  They come in a variety of choices, from the Classic Combo (Roasted Turkey Breast and 8-pound Ham) all the way up to those that include cheese bars, honey mustard, or even bacon.  Just remember, if you want to order a Ham or Turkey, you must place your order before noon on Friday, April 7th.  Delivery will be made the following Thursday, April 13th.

